
 

 

The Honorable Mike Pence 
Vice President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20050 
 
Dear Mr. Vice President: 
 
Thank you for your work on the White House Coronavirus Task Force. We write today to urge 
you and the President to make full use of the Defense Production Act to scale up critical testing 
supplies, especially reagents so our cities can provide widespread, rapid, reliable testing to 
contain the spread of the virus. As the COVID-19 infection rate continues to rise in many of our 
communities and businesses require testing to protect their employees, the need for increased 
testing is critical to our response. Our national testing system must be able to rely on sustained 
supplies for the next 24 months.  
  
As mayors, we have been on the frontlines of this pandemic. We have worked to build 
widespread testing capacity as a key element to our response as we work to reopen our 
economies and contain the spread of the virus. Increased testing has transformed how we’re able 
to respond to rising cases in our communities. All of us have struggled for months for basic PPE, 
swabs, and viral transport medium (VTM). Now, labs around the country are facing a lack of 
adequate reagent supplies to complete this testing. Our capacity to test is approaching a point 
where our ability to perform tests outpaces lab capacity to run the tests based on limited reagent 
supplies. This is very concerning because obtaining test results quickly is critical for informing 
our contact tracing efforts and containing the spread of the virus. This deep into the coronavirus 
pandemic, we know further delays will have devastating consequences our ability to control the 
virus’s spread and our communities. 
  
We must continue to utilize and harness the innovation and ingenuity of American companies to 
manufacture and supply all of our needs from PPE to reagents to swabs. We ask that you take all 
necessary steps including making full use of the Defense Production Act to ensure that our 
supply chain functions effectively so that our labs have what they need to perform these crucial 
tests over the next 24 months. The need for testing supply chain effectiveness will continue as 
pandemic continues and we transition to mass producing a vaccine. 
  
  



 

 

We appreciate your work to support our labs and manufacturers as we meet this unprecedented 
crisis in our communities. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mayor Jenny A. Durkan 
Seattle, WA 
 

Mayor Jim Kenney  
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Mayor Michael Hancock 
Denver, CO 
 

Mayor Libby Schaaf 
Oakland, CA 
 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
New York City, NY 
 

Mayor Cassie Franklin 
Everett, WA 
 

Mayor Andrew Ginther 
Columbus, OH 
 

Mayor Kate Gallego 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Mayor Laura McLeannis 
Boise, ID 
 

Mayor Miguel Pulido 
Santa Ana, CA 

Mayor Ian Oglesby 
Seaside, CA 
 

Mayor Alison Kerr 
Del Rey Oaks, CA 
 

Mayor Regina Romero 
Tucson, Arizona 
 

Mayor Justin Cummings 
Santa Cruz  
 

Mayor Mike Coffman 
Aurora, CO 
 
Mayor Bill Peake 
Pacific Grove, CA 
 
Mayor Rebecca Garcia 
Watsonville, CA 
 

Mayor Dave Potter,  
Carmel-by-the-Sea  
 
Mayor Fred Ledesma, CA  
Soledad, CA 
 
Mayor Kristen Petersen 
Capitola, CA 
 

Mayor Mary Ann Carbone 
Sand City, CA 
 

Mayor Patrick Furey 
Torrance, CA 
 

Mayor Velveth Schmitz 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA  
 

Mayor James T. Butts 
Inglewood, CA 
 

Mayor Lester J. Friedman 
Beverly Hills, CA 

Mayor Richard Montgomery 
Manhattan Beach, CA 
 

Mayor Kevin McKeown 
Santa, CA 

Mayor Monica Illece Buckley Weber 
Agoura Hills, CA 



 

 

 
Mayor Lindsey P. Horvath 
West Hollywood, CA 

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot 
Chicago, IL 
 

Mayor Drew Boyles 
El Segundo, CA 

Mayor Göran Eriksson 
Culver City, CA 
 

Mayor Michael Saragosa 
Placerville, CA  

Mayor Shon Harris 
Yuba City, CA 
 

Mayor Ford Green 
San Anselmo, CA 
 

Mayor Elizabeth Patterson 
Benicia, CA 
 

Mayor Jill Techel 
Napa, CA 
 

Mayor Teresa Barrett 
Petaluma, CA 
 

Mayor Denise Athas 
Novato, CA 
 

Mayor Ronald Kott 
Rio Vista, CA 
 

Mayor Wendy Skillman 
Cotati, CA 
 

Mayor Nancy Kemnitzer 
Belvedere, CA 
 

Mayor Logan Harvey 
Sonoma, CA 
 

Mayor Patrick Slayter 
Sebastopol, CA 
 

Mayor Bob Sampayan 
Vallejo, CA 
 

Mayor Evelyn Mitchel 
Healdsburg, CA 
 

Mayor Harry Price 
Fairfield, CA 
 

Mayor Steve Ladwig 
Trinidad, CA 

Mayor Debra Garnes 
Rio Dell, CA 
 

Mayor George Spurr 
Lakeport, CA 
 

Mayor Gus Wolter 
Cloverdale, CA 
 

Mayor Michael Sweeney 
Ferndale, CA 
 

Mayor Rey Santos  
Beaumont, CA 
 

Mayor Dale Reynolds 
Blythe, CA 
 

Mayor John Aguilar 
Cathedral City, CA 
 

Mayor Scott Matas 
Desert Hot Springs, CA 

Mayor Brandon Plott, 
Eastvale, CA 
 

Mayor Bill Zimmerman 
Menifee, CA 



 

 

Mayor Gene Wunderlich 
Murrieta, CA 
 

Mayor Berwin Hanna 
Norco, CA 

Mayor Geoff Kors 
Palm Springs, CA 
 

Mayor Michael Vargas 
Perris, CA 
 

Mayor Jesse Arreguin 
Berkeley, CA 
 

Mayor Tom Butt 
Richmond, CA 
 

Mayor Carol Dutra-Vernaci 
Union City, CA 
 

Mayor Roland Esquivias 
Hercules, CA 
 

Mayor Nick Pilch 
Albany, CA 
 

Mayor Matt Rinn 
Pleasant Hill, CA 
 

Mayor Rob Schroder 
Martinez, CA 
 

Mayor Greg Gomez 
Farmersville, CA 

Mayor Lois Franco 
Selma, CA 
 

Mayor Rhonda Armstrong 
Kerman, CA 
 

Mayor Kuldip Thusu 
Dinuba, CA 
 

Mayor Susan Seaman 
Eureka, CA 

Mayor Eric Garcetti 
Los Angeles, CA 
 

Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
Honolulu, HI 
 

Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
Boston, MA 

 

 
 


